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DETAILED ACTION 
Continued Examination Under 37 CFR LI 14 

1 . A request for continued examination under 37 CFR 1.114, including the fee set 
forth in 37 CFR 1.17(e), was filed in this application after final rejection. Since this 
application is eligible for continued examination under 37 CFR 1.114, and the fee set 
forth in 37 CFR 1.17(e) has been timely paid, the finality of the previous Office action 
has been withdrawn pursuant to 37 CFR 1.114. Applicant's submission filed on 10/03/05 
has been entered. 

Response to Arguments 

2. Applicant's arguments with respect to claims 1,3,5-7 and 9-11 have been 
considered but are moot in view of the new ground(s) of rejection. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

3. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

Claims 1, 3, 5-7 and 9-11, are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being 
unpatentable over Seligmann (USPN 6330022) in view of Tatsuki et al. (Japanese 
publication # 1 1-289524) and Hardy (USPN 6025870). 
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Regarding claims 1, 3 and 5, Seligmann teaches participants or conferees (100, 
110, 120 130) of a video conference with each participant connected via a local network, 
wide area network or any other network structure (150) to a conference bridge (160) and 
a processor /server (170). Seligmann teaches the conference bridge receiving four 
separate video signals, one video signal for each conferee over respective links (102, 112, 
122, 132). Seligmann teaches video processing circuitry with respect to each terminal 
(101,111,121131) enabling the generation of a conference image (520). See col. 7, lines 
14-31 and Fig 5. Seligmann teaches each participant uses its terminal as an intelligent 
communication device such as a terminal (101), which include a telephone, a personal 
computer, a camera and microphone. See col. 5, lines 51-58. Furthermore, Seligman 
teaches a conferee control system including the use of a network blackboard, which is a 
virtual space for conferees to make certain data, video or other entries that can be 
observed by other conferees. In addition, Seligmann teaches multimedia video 
conferencing in terms of distributed computer program as well as stored in memory and 
processor/server (170) or memory (441). See Fig. 6 and col. 1, lines 43-46. 

Seligmann does not teach a monitoring step of monitoring a period when a 
concentration of a user is continuously toward the display device based on an image of 
the user picked up by a camera. 

Tatsuki on the other hand teaches a video of participants of a video conference in 
each client (6) is transmitted to a server by a camera (6) such that the server (5) send a 
virtual conference space back to each client (6) to display (see the abstract). 



Application/Control Number: 09/726,022 Page 4 

Art Unit: 2677 

It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time the 
invention was made to modify Seligmann's video conferencing shown in Fig. 1 to adapt 
Tat sulci's camera-server configuration as illustrated in the abstract because a server along 
with a camera helps establish a video conference system as taught by Tatsuki (see a 
"SOLUTION" in the abstract) 

Seligmann has been discussed above. However, Seligmann does not disclose " a 
control step of automatically changing a display on the display device to a display of 
common virtual space for rest by informally communicating with other users when it is 
determined that the user should take a rest". 

Hardy on the other hand teaches a videoconference system (1) including video 
switch (30), which performs switching operations and provides selected local video 
information for subsequent display on monitor (50). Hardy also teaches that the event 
information provided by a notification allows the videoconferencing system to determine 
when the switching should occur. See Fig 1 and col. 3, lines 12-34. 

Therefore, it would have been obvious to one having skill in the art at the time the 
invention was made to modify Seligmann's video conferencing system shown in Fig. 1 to 
incorporate Hardy's video switch along with event notification because the use of video 
switch helps function a process of videoconferencing as taught by Hardy (col. 2, lines 59- 
65). 



Regarding claim 6, Seligmann teaches a video processor (410) in connection to 
the images of the participants. See col. Col. 9, lines 20-33. 
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Regarding claim 7, Seligmann teaches an actual virtual conference room portion 
(510) or a video presentation portion (530) and option icon portion (520) for selecting 
conference options. See col. 9, lines 67 and col. 10, lines 1-3. 

Regarding claim 9, Seligmann teaches that a participant may select a context for a 
virtual conference including the use of voice-activated actuations. See col. 4, lines 41-43. 

Regarding claim 10, Seligmann teaches events occurring during a set-up and 
during the conference with each participant making their own selection and an image 
being created of a virtual conference space (col. 11, lines 48-67). 

Regarding claim 11, Seligmann teaches a server (170) establishing 
communication with all identified participants. See Fig 12, lines 17-25. 

Conclusion 

4. The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to 
applicant's disclosure. The following art is cited for further reference. 

Japanese publication # 07-175733 to Teodoro et al. 

5. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Abbas I. Abdulselam whose telephone number is (571) 
272-7685. The examiner can normally be reached on Monday through Friday from 9:00 
A.M. to 5:30 P.M. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Amr Awad can be reached on (571) 272-7764. The fax phone number for the 
organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 
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Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. Status 
information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. For 
more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should you 
have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic Business 
Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 



Abbas Abdulselam 



Examiner 



Art Unit 2677 



November 30, 2005 




AMR A.AWAD 



